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Dictation Time Length: 03:50
March 15, 2022
RE:
Claudia Claude

History of Accident/Illness and Treatment: As you know, I previously evaluated Ms. Claude as described in my report of 03/21/19. She is now a 58-year-old woman who again describes she was injured at work on 10/18/17. She was going up the stairs and fell, injuring her right knee. She did to go AtlantiCare afterwards. She had further evaluation but remains unaware of her final diagnosis. She did not undergo any surgery in this case. Since last evaluated here, she saw Dr. Zuck in 2021, but has not had any additional substantive treatment.

As per the records supplied, she received an Order Approving Settlement on 10/08/19 to be INSERTED here. She then applied for modification of that award.

The Petitioner was seen by Dr. Baliga on 03/06/19 and 02/09/21 when he offered opinions on permanency and need for treatment. She was seen again by Dr. Zuck on 04/12/21. Her gait was normal and she did have some tenderness to palpation about the right knee, but provocative maneuvers were negative. His assessment was contusion of the right knee with chondromalacia of the patella. He recommended use of antiinflammatory medication. There was no follow-up scheduled.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

LOWER EXTREMITIES: Inspection of the lower extremities revealed no bony or soft tissue abnormalities. There was no leg length discrepancy with the examinee supine, as measured at the medial malleoli. There were no scars, swelling, atrophy, or effusions. Skin was normal in color, turgor, and temperature. Range of motion of the right knee was full with crepitus, but no tenderness. Motion of the left knee as well as both hips and ankles was full in all planes without crepitus or tenderness. Deep tendon reflexes were 2+ at the patella and Achilles bilaterally. Peripheral pulses, pinprick, and soft touch sensations were intact bilaterally. During manual muscle testing of the right hamstring in a prone position, she reported knee tenderness. Strength was otherwise 5/5 without discomfort. She was mildly tender to palpation about the right knee suprapatellar area and medial joint line, but there was none on the left.
KNEES: Normal macro
LUMBOSACRAL SPINE: Normal macro
IMPRESSIONS and ANALYSES: Based upon the history, record review, and current examination, I have arrived at the following professional opinions with a reasonable degree of medical probability.

On 10/18/17, Claudia Claude was injured at work as marked in my prior report. Since evaluated here, she had a permanency evaluation by Dr. Baliga. She received an Order Approving Settlement and then applied for modification of that award. She saw Dr. Zuck again on 04/12/21 and no additional physician-supervised treatment was rendered.

The current exam once again found Ms. Claude was obese. She did have full range of motion of the right knee with crepitus. Manual muscle testing elicited tenderness in the knee with resistance against the hamstring. Provocative maneuvers about the knee were negative. She ambulated with a physiologic gait and could squat and rise without difficulty.

My opinions relative to permanency and causation will be the same as those marked in my prior report.
